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advocated armed resistance to England and a complete
cessation of English trade. Meanwhile, a new Assembly
had begun to meet in Massachusetts, in spite of its pro-
hibition by the English Government. In New Hampshire,
the mob seized the arms and ammunition stored in the
English fortress; in Connecticut, the militia was organised
and drilled by officers appointed by the Assembly; and in
Virginia, an order was issued for the raising of the forces.
As in 1766 and 1770, the Government was intimidated by Lord North
the Opposition.    North drafted terms for the consideration ° ers erm
of  the colonies: he proposed that any colony might be
exempt from all taxes, other than those imposed solely for
the regulation of trade, in return for contributing a fair
share towards the common defence and the expenses of
civil   administration.    This   attempt   at   conciliation   was
endorsed by both Chatham and Burke; but it was an un-
workable compromise, and it appeared merely as the attempt
of a terrified Government to calm a victorious Opposition,
nay, worse, as an attempt to destroy the colonial unity that
was being established.    These terms were submitted by
the colonies to the second Continental Congress, which met
at Philadelphia in spite of English prohibition, and were which are
unhesitatingly rejected.    The King's Speech of 1775 clearly congress,
declared that the colonists would now be dealt with as
rebels.
The first blow had already been . struck at Lexington, Jheenswaxr775
where General Gage, Governor of Massachusetts, attempted Lexington.
to seize the arms and ammunition which the colonists had
collected only twenty miles from Boston.   The Congress then
began to raise an army,  and appointed Washington as
commander-in-chief;   an  attempt   was  made   to  capture
Canada; Ticonderoga and Crown Point were taken.    Gage,
attempting to occupy Bunker's Hill to safeguard his position
in Boston, came into conflict with the rebels, and the war
began in earnest.
There were still more attempts to find a peaceable settle-
ment.    Chatham suggested the removal of the troops from conciliation.
Boston, the suspension of the Penal Laws, the restriction
of the powers of the Admiralty Court, and the delegation

